
 
 
	

April	Special	Prayers	for	this	Time	of	Extraordinary	Need	
In	lieu	of	our	normal	monthly	prayer	calendar,	we	decided	to	provide	a	series	of	prayers	that	were	
focussed	specifically	on	our	current,	common	needs.	Our	suggestion	is	that	you	might	use	some	or	all	of	
the	following	prayers	every	day	for	the	month	of	April.	The	collects	for	Holy	Week	from	the	new	ACNA	
BCP2019	are	also	included	at	the	end	for	your	convenience.	

In	Time	of	Great	Sickness	and	Mortality	
O	Most	mighty	and	merciful	God,	in	this	time	of	grievous	sickness,	we	flee	unto	thee	for	succour.	Deliver	
us,	we	beseech	thee,	from	our	peril;	give	strength	and	skill	to	all	those	who	minister	to	the	sick;	prosper	
the	means	made	use	of	for	their	cure;	and	grant	that,	perceiving	how	frail	and	uncertain	our	life	is,	we	
may	apply	our	hearts	unto	that	heavenly	wisdom	which	leadeth	to	eternal	life;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	
Lord.	Amen.	 	BCP	1928,	page	45.	
	
In	Times	of	Natural	Disaster	
Almighty	God,	by	your	Word	you	laid	the	foundations	of	the	earth,	set	the	bounds	of	the	sea,	and	still	
the	wind	and	waves.	Surround	us	with	your	grace	and	peace,	and	preserve	us	through	this	deadly	
pandemic.	By	your	Spirit,	lift	up	those	who	have	fallen,	strengthen	those	who	work	to	rescue	or	rebuild,	
and	fill	us	with	the	hope	of	your	new	creation;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.		BCP2019,	page	654	
	
For	a	Sick	Person	
O	Father	of	mercies	and	God	of	all	comfort,	our	only	help	in	time	of	need:	We	humbly	beseech	you	to	
behold,	visit,	and	relieve	your	sick	servant	N.	for	whom	our	prayers	are	desired.	Look	upon	him	with	the	
eyes	of	your	mercy;	comfort	him	with	a	sense	of	your	goodness;	preserve	him	from	the	temptations	of	
the	enemy;	and	give	him	patience	under	his	affliction.	In	your	good	time,	restore	him	to	health,	and	
enable	him	to	lead	the	remainder	of	his	life	in	your	fear,	and	to	your	glory;	and	grant	that	finally	he	may	
dwell	with	you	in	life	everlasting;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.		 BCP2019,	page	231	
	
For	those	in	Hazardous	Occupations.	
PROTECT	and	prosper,	O	Lord,	all	those	who	labour	at	tasks	of	danger	and	difficulty,	at	this	time	
especially	first	responders,	doctors	and	nurses,	and	those	researching	a	vaccine	for	COVID19,	that	they	
may	be	preserved	in	safety	and	health;	and	grant	that,	knowing	the	dangers	which	beset	them,	they	
may	ever	take	thought	one	for	another,	and	be	sustained	by	a	sure	trust	in	thee;	through	Jesus	Christ	
our	Lord.	Amen.		 BCP	1962,	page	64	

For	those	in	Anxiety.	
ALMIGHTY	God,	who	art	afflicted	in	the	afflictions	of	thy	people:	Regard	with	thy	tender	compassion	
those	in	anxiety	and	distress;	bear	their	sorrows	and	their	cares;	supply	all	their	manifold	needs;	and	
help	both	them	and	us	to	put	our	whole	trust	and	confidence	in	thee;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	
Lord.	Amen.		 BCP	1962,	page	64	

In	Times	of	Social	Conflict	or	Distress	
Increase,	O	God,	the	spirit	of	neighborliness	among	us,	that	in	peril	we	may	uphold	one	another,	in	
suffering	tend	to	one	another,	and	in	homelessness,	loneliness,	or	exile	befriend	one	another.	Grant	us	
brave	and	enduring	hearts	that	we	may	strengthen	one	another,	until	the	disciplines	and	testing	of	
these	days	are	ended,	and	you	again	give	peace	in	our	time;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.	
	 BCP2019,	page	659	



 
 
	
Specific	Prayers	for	Holy	Week	
	
Palm	Sunday	
Almighty	and	everlasting	God,	in	your	tender	love	for	us	you	sent	your	Son	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ	to	
take	upon	himself	our	nature,	and	to	suffer	death	upon	the	Cross,	giving	us	the	example	of	his	great	
humility:	Mercifully	grant	that	we	may	walk	in	the	way	of	his	suffering,	and	come	to	share	in	his	
resurrection;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	
for	ever	and	ever.	 Amen.	

Monday	of	Holy	Week	
Almighty	God,	whose	most	dear	Son	went	not	up	to	joy	but	first	he	suffered	pain,	and	entered	not	into	
glory	before	he	was	crucified:	Mercifully	grant	that	we,	walking	in	the	way	of	the	Cross,	may	find	it	none	
other	than	the	way	of	life	and	peace;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	
the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	 Amen.	

Tuesday	of	Holy	Week	
O	Lord	our	God,	whose	blessed	Son	gave	his	back	to	be	whipped	and	did	not	hide	his	face	from	shame	
and	spitting:	Give	us	grace	to	accept	joyfully	the	sufferings	of	the	present	time,	confident	of	the	glory	
that	shall	be	revealed;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	
one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	 Amen.	

Wednesday	of	Holy	Week	
Assist	us	mercifully	with	your	grace,	Lord	God	of	our	salvation,	that	we	may	enter	with	joy	upon	the	
meditation	of	those	mighty	acts	by	which	you	have	promised	us	life	and	immortality;	through	Jesus	
Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	 Amen.	

Maundy	Thursday	
Almighty	Father,	whose	most	dear	Son,	on	the	night	before	he	suffered,	instituted	the	Sacrament	of	his	
Body	and	Blood:	Mercifully	grant	that	we	may	receive	it	in	thankful	remembrance	of	Jesus	Christ	our	
Savior,	who	in	these	holy	mysteries	gives	us	a	pledge	of	eternal	life;	and	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	
and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	Amen.	

Good	Friday	
Almighty	God,	we	beseech	you	graciously	to	behold	this	your	family,	for	whom	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	was	
willing	to	be	betrayed	and	given	into	the	hands	of	sinners,	and	to	suffer	death	upon	the	Cross;	who	now	
lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	for	ever	and	ever.	 Amen.	

Holy	Saturday	
O	God,	Creator	of	heaven	and	earth:	Grant	that,	as	the	crucified	body	of	your	dear	Son	was	laid	in	the	
tomb	and	rested	on	this	holy	Sabbath,	so	we	may	await	with	him	the	coming	of	the	third	day,	and	rise	
with	him	to	newness	of	life;	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	 Amen.	

Easter	Day	
O	God,	who	for	our	redemption	gave	your	only	begotten	Son	to	die	upon	the	Cross,	and	by	his	glorious	
resurrection	delivered	us	from	the	devil	and	the	power	of	death:	Grant	us	grace	to	die	daily	to	sin,	that	
we	may	live	with	him	in	the	joy	of	his	resurrection;	who	lives	and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	
now	and	for	ever.	 Amen.	
	
	


